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of the English Puritans to the doctrine. German historians are too apt 
to overlook this field. The third part of the book deals with the work 
and nature of the Holy Spirit, and the last part with the practial prob- 
lem of the guidance of the Holy Spirit in Christian life and service. 
Modern theology is giving less and less attention to the problem of 
the absolute nature of God without reference to his relations to the 
world, and is seeking more and more to interpret the evidences of 
divine activity in the world. With this tendency Dr. Denio is. in 
sympathy. "We need not ascend to heaven to bring the Spirit down, 
nor descend into the abyss to bring him up ; he is nigh in Scripture, 
still giving it life ; and, yet more, he is in all human life and relations, 
giving them all the power and value which they have" (Preface, p. v). 
The Spirit is God immanent in his universe and in the hearts of men. 
The book is essentially a description of the results of this divine 
immanence. Only seven pages are devoted to what a Kantian would 
call the problem of the Spirit-in-himself ; and this is merely the fami- 
liar argument of the necessity of a social trinity in the Godhead in 
order to make love possible to God without depending on the existence 
of the world for an object of love. The last two studies occasionally 
bear the earmarks of the traditional minute theological analysis which 
allows the logical skeleton to become too apparent. But the discus- 
sions are sane and earnest with the warmth of a genuinely religious 
spirit. In these days, when the authority of the Spirit is being invoked 
by representatives of more or less fanatical and unbalanced movements 
in the religious world, so scholarly and devout a book has a field of 
great usefulness. It is to be hoped that it will have a wide circulation. 

Gerald Birney Smith. 
The University of Chicago. 



Christ Came Again. By William S. Urmy, D.D. New York u 
Eaton & Mains, 1900. Pp. 394. $1.25. 

A book may have value as a symptom, quite apart from its value as 
a diagnosis. A certain doctrinal diathesis is indicated by the issuance 
from the publishing press of the largest Protestant denomination in 
America of a book advocating the somewhat revolutionary, though not 
new, theory that the second coming of Christ occurred and the mil- 
lennium began at the time of the destruction of Jerusalem, 70 A. D. 
The parousia is explained in its derivative sense, as not merely a com- 
ing, but a continued presence. The resurrection and the judgment 
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are placed at the death of the individual; and there is interesting 
speculation as to the " spiritual body," with approval of Mr. Joseph 
Cook's characteristic characterization of it as "an ethereal non-atomic 
enswathement of the soul." The " Man of Sin" and the Beast with 
the mystic number 666 are held to designate Nero ; and there is advo- 
cated a rearrangement of the books of the New Testament and of 
Christian hymnology, creeds, and ritual in certain indicated particulars, 
to correspond to the theory. There is cogency in many of the argu- 
ments presented for this preteristic theory; and many difficulties found 
in other theories find in it a plausible explanation. Yet the impres- 
sion produced by the author's treatment of dislocated fragments of 
Scripture is often weakened by reference to the connected text. The 
explanations only shift the difficulties of other theories. One interpre- 
tation is literal where another sees merely a prismatic trope, and vice 
versa. The theories simply bulge and shrink in different places. As in 
other theories, so in this, certain passages are made to suffer the tor- 
tures of a textual inquisition to make them say what they ought to say 
and to recant what they have been saying. The style is not felicitous, 
and the logic is sometimes lax. 

Augustine S. Carman. 
Granville, O. 



Public Worship. By T. Harwood Pattison, Professor of 
Homiletics and Pastoral Theology in the Rochester Theo- 
logical Seminary. Philadelphia : American Baptist Publi- 
cation Society, 1900. Pp. 402. #1.50. 

The substance of this book was evidently wrought out for use in 
the author's class-room. The directness of style thus secured greatly 
enhances its value ; while its numerous quotations make it clear that 
the book is the fruit of wide and careful reading. In it the author 
discusses every part of public worship except the sermon ; but he 
points out the vital relation of preaching to all other pulpit services. 
He rightly maintains that all these services, including the sermon, are 
a unit, and that none of them can be slighted without detracting from 
the quickening and devotional effect of the whole. He defines public 
worship and suggestively discusses the congregation. He contends 
that by wise leadership it should be brought into becoming decorum, 
and to a share in the worship by responsive reading and by singing. 
The author's suggestions concerning the administration of baptism 



